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JAPAN AND THE CHANGE IN THE
VIEW OF VISITOR
Suranart Khamanarong

O000o00oooooooooooog /s
Khon Kaen University, Thailand(

O 1 had a chance to visit Japan 3
times. First time, | visit Kyoto in
1995 as a researcher. Second
time, | visit Nagoya in 2000 as a
speaker in the international
conference. And third time, come
to Nagoya again in 2001-2002 as a
visiting research fellow. During
my visit, | had a chance to travel to many cities: the
north to Aomori, the west to Kyoto and Nara and the
south to Okinawa. The places, where | have been, were
both the urban and rural area. The people, who | were
contacted, were also many professions such as
University professors and students, school teachers and
students, fishermen, industrial producers and
businessmen, and politicians. The discussion with them
and the fact that | saw gave me a variety view.

O From my view, the country that was called the
powerful in the East has many things contrast and
changing from time to time. Japan in the view of
outsiders, they imagine as an industrial producers who
took advantage over the consumers around the world
in taking benefit. But in reality, what | have touched is
different. The people need to work hard to be winning
over the nature of limit natural resources and limit
food. It is the fairness that after the period of working
hard of old generations, the people should be rewarded
with the wealth. However, the fast development made
the country full of higher technologies and more
modernise when compare with the other countries in
the region.  The disciplinary conduct and high

responsibility of people is one of the preferences of

Economic Research Center

foreigners and become the national niche that able to
improve the production more effectively and higher
quality. The good food is another advantage. Daily
food that mostly was the sea fishes gave the good
health and brightness to the people. It is no doubt that
why the advance technologies could be produced and
benefit to the human being.
0On the other hand, the local culture and the
traditional food which some kinds have a long history
still alive. The fertilised vegetable still favorite, and the
historical sweets are able to find in the traditional
festival. The old tradition such as the belief in lucky
fate and the community ceremonial expression remains
in the mind of people. This issue may be contrasting
with the modernisation and high technological
utilisation. On one hand, it is good to preserve the local
culture that is the symbolic of the East, but on the other
hand the outsiders may be confused.

0 The change in politics brought the better situation
that could satisfy most of people, although some
dislike. the economic

professions feel However,

problem remains and may become the unstable
condition of government in any time, if they cannot
solve. Particularly the growth, unemployment and
The

people seem to be willing to work hard for their

international co-operation are in the first list.

organization and their country, but sometimes look so
serious and brought worriment about their mental
health. Although the drinking tradition after work and
party joining may be the way of relaxation, the number
of joined people was not so large and seems to be limit
in the friendly group.

00 The change in generation is also an interesting point.
The young generators who will be the new population
of society seem to be standing in the different way of
the active generators. The disciplinary conduct and
hard work attendance are not strongly in their
attention. They have a new idea of changing behavior
to be more modernise and better. | may be able to

detect the change in the future after | come back again.
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00 20 Discussion Paper
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Currency and Economic Crisis and the
Development of Regional Cooperation.
November 2001

No.1310 Peter CHOW: What Can Be Done After
The Asian Financial Crisis.
December 2001
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Policy Imperatives for Arresting the
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December 2001
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